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Association Meetings;


Are held monthly


Check Pickmanpark.org for details


Look for agenda posted on mail huts


Meeting reminder calls will be sent to your phone


Please plan to attend!
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Pickman Park Condominiums held the Annual Meeting of Unit Owners on October 25, 2010.  The membership was represented by only 26.63% of the beneficial interest in the Association.  


The terms of Deb Ciccolo and Sue Oker were expiring, which left two open positions.  Deb Ciccolo, Sue Oker and Shaun Pasdon submitted their profiles for election.  All residents in attendance cast their votes. 


The newly elected Trustees  are Deb Ciccolo with 23.1% of the votes and Sue Oker with 20.3% of the votes for a three year term.  Shaun Pasdon received 15.24% of the votes.


We would like to take this time to thank Shaun for running for election.  Thanks Shaun!


Your current Board members with terms are as follows:


Robert Hemingway, 2011


Maryellen Dolan, 2012


Lisa Jacobowitz, 2012 


Debra Ciccolo, 2013


Susan Oker, 2013














We would like to take this opportunity to remind residents of their responsibility to move vehicles from the roadways and designated parking areas by 10:00 A.M. following a snowstorm to enable the contractor to do a thorough job removing the snow.  Failure to comply results in a poor cleanup eliminates parking for your neighbors and will also result in fines against the unit owner.  When necessary, vehicles will be (and have been) towed at the owner’s expense.  


Driveway Plowing





If any owner is interested, Leahy Landscaping will plow unit owner driveways at a minimum of $30.00 per driveway  up to 5” $60.00 up to 12” and $5.00 an inch above 12”.  Please call Leahy's office at (781) 581-3489 . 





In addition, Gary Sevinor of Sevinor Associates has expressed interest in plowing driveways.  Gary can be reached at 781-727-1548.  Should anyone have information on other companies willing to plow the driveways, please contact American Properties Team. 


Please note that the association is not liable or responsible for any damage caused by a privately contracted vendor.











Walkway & Driveway Snow Removal


Our snow removal season is right around the corner.  As such, we would like to take this time to remind all owners that the individual driveways and walkways are limited common area.  This means that it is the owner’s responsibility to keep these areas free of snow and ice and safe for passing.


We look forward to a safe winter.


Parking Reminders


Please do not park in Visitor Parking spaces. Visitors’ areas are not meant for long term parking of Residents’ vehicles.  Please be a good neighbor and park in designated parking areas only and be sure your guests are aware of this as well.


We will also be asking owners for updated car information in the spring and will send car information forms to all owners by mail.
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Please remember that all owners must receive the permission of the Board of Trustees prior to replacing their windows.  We require permits to be pulled in advance (regardless of what your contractor may tell you), and then a copy of the final approved permit once completed must be sent to APT for the unit file as well.  We also recommend that owners obtain a certificate of insurance from the licensed contractor.


The following are the Pickman Park Replacement Window Specification:


The windows must match the existing windows and they must fit in the existing opening.  


Installation must be completed from the interior of the unit and they must be the same in appearance from the exterior.


 The Board will not allow windows with grids, crank outs, etc.  


Should your contractor find any rot or damage during the window installation, please make sure that it is reported to the management office immediately.  Wood rot will be repaired by the association and is an association expense.














Please visit our web site at �HYPERLINK "http://www.pickmanpark.org"�www.pickmanpark.org�.  We post lots of information including minutes of the meetings, notices, etc.  Also, check out the newest addition of FAQ’s (Frequently Asked Questions) on the website.  This list is very helpful in answering questions you might have about Pickman Park.   





A Pickman Park Community Facebook site has been created by Shaun Pasdon, a unit owner in the park.  This Facebook site is a place for unit owners to share various types of information such as heat pump contractors, window installations, known plumbers and carpenters, special events, etc.  





Look for Pickman Park Community on Facebook today to get more information and click on ‘likes this’ to become part of the community!  





Please note that this is an unofficial site and that it is not monitored or endorsed by the association.  














This is the time of year when birds will be roosting in any warm area they can find, including dryer vents.  Please take a few minutes to view the dryer vent exhaust area on the outside of your unit for any obstructions.  If you notice it is taking a long time to dry your clothes (more than one cycle) you probably have an obstruction and should have it removed immediately.  





In addition, please note that we mandate proof of cleaning your dryer vent in order to avoid any fire hazards.  APT is in the process of acquiring pricing from local vendors for the community to use.  Once this information is put together, it will be provided to all owners.














Heat Pumps:   We recommend owners keep an eye on your heat pumps during the winter months and remove any snow that may accumulate around them.


Water Spigots:  All water spigots should be   turned “off” from within the unit and “on” from the exterior (to allow the water to drain from the pipe).  These spigots should remain off until spring.  If you have turned your spigot on for any reason, be sure to drain the line once again.


Frozen Pipes:  Do not turn your heat below 60 degrees.  Your pipes may freeze.  In the event you do experience a frozen pipe, please call a professional.  If possible, turn the water to your unit off, so that if the pipe does burst, you will limit the amount of water damage.  





Water Heaters:  Check the age of your water heater.  You may want to consider replacement if you have exceeded the life expectancy.  Usually, a water heater will begin to drip before it floods.  A water sensor can be purchased at any hardware store i.e. Home Depot.  This device is battery operated and when placed on the floor near your water heater, will sound an alarm if the water heater begins to drip.  This can be purchased for less than $25 and can save you thousands.


Washing Machines:  The rubber hoses weaken over time and should be checked for bubbles or thin areas.  Please consider replacing the rubber hose with the stainless steel hoses, which are much more durable.
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Refrigerators:


They use the most energy of all of your appliances. Keep


refrigerator energy use down by:


-Keeping the refrigerator’s fresh food compartment at 37°F to 40°F and the freezer compartment at


0°F to 5°F.


- Regularly defrosting manual-defrost refrigerators


and freezers. Don’t let more than a quarter of an inch of frost build up.


- Replacing dried, cracked or broken door gaskets. 


Dishwashers:


To reduce the amount of hot water used for dishwashing,  run the dishwasher only when it is fully loaded. Use your dishwasher’s energy-saving features (partial load setting, no heat drying cycle) if it has them.


Lighting:


-Use natural light whenever possible.


- Replace incandescent bulbs with ENERGY STAR® qualified compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) in fixtures that you use for more than four hours a


day.


-Replace halogen torchiere lamps with ENERGY STAR qualified compact fluorescent lamps.


-Turn off lights when you are not using them.


LEARN MORE


masssave.com


Contact Mass Save to learn more about smart energy choices and incentives.


energystar.gov


This site provides information on energy efficient products


that meet ENERGY STAR standards. The product


information pages link to a calculator letting you compare operating costs and energy use of ENERGY STAR qualified


products with non-ENERGY STAR units. You can use this site to compare costs for appliances such as air


conditioners, dishwashers, clothes washers and lighting


products. 











Keeping your condo warm and comfortable this winter doesn’t mean spending more on your utility bills. Reducing your heating needs and controlling your thermostat temperature settings will help you keep your energy costs down without sacrificing comfort.


Heating your condo is your biggest energy cost during the winter. Paying attention to a few details will help you manage those costs—and be more comfortable.  Keep the heat in and spend your money keeping yourself warm instead of wasting energy heating the outdoors.


-If you have storm windows, make sure they are completely closed.


-Install plastic window film kits on windows that are leaky or that don’t have storms.


-If you have a fireplace, close the damper when you’re not using it.


-Pull your shades or close your drapes at night (but leave them open on east, south and west windows during the day for solar heating).


Control the temperature and humidity.  The temperature at which you set the thermostat affects how much it costs to heat your condo. Regularly lowering your thermostat will save you money. Lowering the normal setting (all day, all night, every day) one degree saves three percent on your monthly heating


bill. Two degrees will save six percent. You can save another  one percent for every degree that you lower your thermostat for each 8-hour period you’re asleep or away at work.


-Set your thermostat no higher than 72°F when people are home.


-Lower your thermostat to 65°F or less when you are sleeping or when no one is home.


-And remember: the thermostat is not like the gas pedal on your car—turning it to the highest (or even to a higher) setting does not warm you up any faster. During the winter you’ll feel warmer if the air in your home


is not too dry. Maintaining the relative humidity between 20 percent and 40 percent can let you lower the thermostat


setting without making you feel cold.





Check your heat pump user manual for more information on thermostat operations.





MYTH Setting back the thermostat makes the furnace work harder when you raise the thermostat back to a comfortable


temperature. You really don’t save energy.


FACT You save energy because your furnace uses less to maintain the lower temperature. The longer your house stays at the lower temperature, the more energy you save.
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Many residents do not properly  secure their trash.  Whenever possible, we request that you use a trash barrel with a lid.  Be sure all plastic bags are properly fastened.  


Please do not discard your trash in white kitchen bags.  The wildlife (birds, wild turkeys, skunks, etc.)  that visit us at Pickman make a mess of this.  When placing your blue recycle bins out, please place your newspapers in a paper bag and place them on top of the recycling bin.  This will  help keep your recyclable items in the bin on windy days.  Remember, recycling is picked up with your trash every  week.  Please do not place your trash out prior to the scheduled pick up day (Wednesday unless a holiday week).




















“One kind word can warm three winter months.”


Japanese Proverb





Fireplace Cleaning


Remember…..We mandate proof of cleaning your fireplace every 3 years.  If you burn more than a ½ cord of wood all winter long, your chimney should be cleaned once a year to avoid any fire hazards.  Also, using Duraflame type logs builds up creosote in the fireplace.  Therefore, heavy use of these type of logs requires yearly cleaning of the fireplace,


APT is in the process of acquiring pricing from local vendors for the community to use.  Once this information is put together, it will be provided to all owners.
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With the holiday season upon us, we would like to take this opportunity to remind residents of the rules as they pertain to this issue.  Please be advised, no part of the common areas shall be decorated or furnished in any manner without the written consent of the Trustees.  Any damage caused to the common area as a result of any decorations affixed to the exterior or placed in any common areas shall be the responsibility of the Unit Owner to repair within a time designated by the Trustees.  As has been the policy in the past, residents may decorate their units providing that all holiday decorations are removed within 30 days after the holiday. 








Please be reminded that all maintenance issues should be direct to your condominium coordinator (Janet Terry) at 781-932-9229 x226 or at �HYPERLINK "mailto:jterry@aptfin.com"�jterry@aptfin.com�.  This helps us to track our maintenance work efficiently.


American Properties Team


500 West Cummings Park, #6050


Woburn, MA  01801


Phone: 781-932-9229


Fax:  781-935-4289  














